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P.T. Gibbs

Trusting in the University
The Contribution of Temporality and Trust to a Praxis of Higher Learning

The world in which we learn is changing rapidly. That rapidity is driven by a range of
influences, conveniently, but inadequately, clustered under the rubric of globalisation. .
The context in which globalisation and education is often linked is that of progression,
progression realisable through technology, the free movement of finances and the
optimum utilisation of human capital. To fuel this progression, formal educational
institutions have grown, adapted and changed to provide highly skilled ‘outputs’ to
satisfy demand. Along the way, I will argue, the questioning, learning, reflecting and
worthiness of formal education has been sacrificed for instrumentality, compliance and
self-interest. This is seen throughout the educational system but this book concentrates
on higher education and, more importantly, higher educational institutions that are
known as universities. I will try to argue for a distinctive place for universities that does not
resist progression but defines it differently from that allowable by the market. I propose a
university system where students and faculty are together allowed to ‘let learn’ who they
might become, rather than realise their being as the artefact of economic imperatives. I
accept from the very beginning that this might be incompatible with universities being
in the world of commerce and industry, in fact, I demand that they are not! However, my
text is not a polemic against the capitalist entrapment of education per se but for the
development of centres that question whilst engaging with the realities of our existence.

http://www.springer.com/978-1-4020-2343-9
http://www.springer.com/shop
http://springer.com/mycopy
http://www.springer.com/978-1-4020-2343-9

